
Winthrop Honors Mort Buckley

Founding Father of Its Youth Hockey Program

On Saturday, December 29, 2007,
approximately 100 friends, family members,
and hockey players who learned how to play
the game back in the 1960’s gathered at
Larsen Arena in Winthrop to salute and honor
Morton J. “Mort” Buckley. Mort, also known
as “Red” during his playing days at
Cambridge High and Latin, organized the
first youth hockey program in the town and
directed it for ten years with the able
assistance of several other gentlemen who,
like Mort, were members of America’s
“Greatest Generation.”

Mort was a leading citizen of the town in
many other ways. He was for many years a
member of the Cottage Yacht Club and one

of the adult leaders of the youth sailing program. He served Winthrop diligently in the
demanding job of town assessor, and he was in charge of all of the Massachusetts Electric
Company’s business with the citizens of Winthrop.

Richard Honan organized Mort Buckley Day and commissioned the casting of a bronze
plaque, which is mounted in the arena lobby and was unveiled during the ceremony. Jim
Lederman, “Voice of the Vikings,” was master of ceremonies for the brief speaking
program. So many friends and former players and their families generously gave to help
defray the cost of the plaque that the organizing committee was able to make a
contribution of more than $1,500 to a charity that will be designated by Mr. Buckley’s
children.

We invite you to enjoy, on the following pages, a few photos from this memorable day as
well as several more from many years ago.


