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Chris Collins Wins Fifty-Fourth Walter Brown Hockey Award 

Boston College Senior Forward Edges Boston University Goalie John Curry and Maine Forward Greg Moore for America’s Oldest College Hockey Honor 

BOSTON - March 22, 2006 – Gridiron Club of Greater Boston president George Crotty announced today that Boston College left wing Chris Collins is the winner of the fifty-fourth Walter Brown Award, the nation’s oldest college hockey honor. Presented annually to the best American-born college hockey player in New England, the Walter Brown Award was established in 1953 by the members of the 1933 Massachusetts Rangers, a team coached by Brown to America’s first world championship in ice hockey.

Collins, a senior from Fairport, NY, ranks third in the nation in scoring, with 58 points in 38 games. He is also third in goals with 30, including five shorthanded tallies, eight power play goals, and four game winners. In his three previous seasons at Boston College, Collins totaled 59 points. His surge in scoring production was a major reason that the Eagles, a youthful team that lost 11 players to graduation and professional signings, led Hockey East for most of the season and earned a berth in the NCAA Tournament for the eighth time in nine years.

Earlier this month Collins was named to Hockey East’s first all star team and was selected the league’s Player of the Year. He is also one of ten finalist candidates for the 2006 Hobey Baker Award. Collins is the 18th Boston College player to win the Walter Brown Award and the first since Brian Gionta in 2001.  For a full list of winners, visit http://www.gridclubofgreaterboston.com/awardWinners.php?t=1 

Boston College coach Jerry York, who won the Walter Brown Award in 1967, commented, “This is a well deserved honor for Chris. He has always been a tenacious defender, but he really learned a lot just watching our team’s shooters like Ryan Shannon and Patrick Eaves over the last few years. This season he gained a great deal of poise and showed the offensive flair that made him an impact player at both ends of the ice.”
Collins edged out Boston University junior goalie John Curry and Maine senior forward Greg Moore in the final balloting. A native of Shorewood, MN, Curry backstopped Boston University to the 2006 Beanpot championship and Hockey East regular season and playoff titles. He was a Hockey East first team all-star pick and runner-up to Collins for Player of the Year honors. Moore, from Lisbon, ME, was also a first team Hockey East selection and ranks fifth in the nation in goals with 26, including 12 power play scores. Moore is also a Hobey Baker Award finalist.

“We feel that the field of fifteen candidates for this year’s Walter Brown Award was one of the strongest we’ve seen,” commented Gridiron Club selection committee chairman Tim Costello. “But Collins, Curry, and Moore all distinguished themselves during the stretch run and the playoffs, and Collins was especially effective all season long. Boston College surprised a lot of people this year, and you can attribute much of their success directly to Chris Collins.”

Collins will receive the 2006 Walter Brown Award at the New England Hockey Writers’ Dinner on Thursday, April 13.
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Walter Brown Award Winners

1953
Ray Picard
 Northeastern

1954
Bob Babine
 Boston College

1955
Bill Cleary
 Harvard

1956
R.J. Cavanaugh
 Northeastern

1957
Bob Cleary
 Harvard

1958
Bob Cleary
 Harvard

1959
Mike Karin
 Middlebury

1960
Art Chisholm
 Northeastern

1961
Tom Martin
 Boston College

1962
Dave Grannis
 Harvard

1963
Bill Hogan
 Boston College

1964
Richie Green
 Boston University

1965
Bob Gaudreau
 Brown

1966
John Cunniff
 Boston College

1967
Jerry York
 Boston College

1968
Tim Sheehy
 Boston College

1969
Paul Hurley
 Boston College

1970
Tim Sheehy 
 Boston College

1971
Joe Cavanagh
 Harvard

1972
Bob McManama
 Harvard

1973
Tom Mellor
 Boston College

1974
Ed Walsh

 Boston University

1975
Ron Wilson
 Providence

1976
Richie Smith
 Boston College

1977
Bob Miller
 New Hampshire

1978
Joe Mullen
 Boston College

1979
Ralph Cox
 New Hampshire

1980
Bill Army
 Boston College

1981
Mark Switaj
 Boston College

1982
Chuck Marshall
     Northeastern

1983
Mark Fusco
     Harvard

1984
Cleon Daskalakis
     Boston University

1985
Tim Army
     Providence

1986
Scott Fusco
     Harvard

Scott Harlow
     Boston College

1987
Brian Leetch
     Boston College

1988
Mike McHugh
     Maine

1989
Lane MacDonald         Harvard

1990
Greg Brown
     Boston College

1991
Dave Emma
     Boston College

1992
Rob Gaudreau
     Providence

1993
Dave Sacco
     Boston University

1994
Jacques Joubert
     Boston University

1995
Mike Grier
     Boston University

1996
Jay Pandolfo
     Boston University

1997
Chris Drury
     Boston University

1998
Chris Drury
     Boston University
1999
Mike Mottau
     Boston College

Mike Omicioli
     Providence
2000
Mike Mottau
     Boston College

2001
Ty Conklin
     New Hampshire


Brian Gionta
     Boston College

2002
Jim Fahey
     Northeastern

2003
Mike Ayers
     New Hampshire

2004
Steve Saviano
     New Hampshire

2005
Dov Grumet-Morris    Harvard

2006
Chris Collins
     Boston College
 
The Walter Brown Award

Commemorating the life and works of America's greatest sportsman, the Walter Brown Award is given annually to the outstanding American-born college hockey player in New England. The Walter Brown Award is the oldest nationally recognized honor accorded to individual players in the sport of American college hockey.  The members of the 1933 World Champion U.S. National Team established the award at their 20th reunion in 1953.  Criteria for the selection committee include leadership, character, sportsmanship, and ability as well as on-ice achievement. The Gridiron Club of Greater Boston has been steward of the Walter Brown Award since 1977.

About Walter A. Brown

Son of George V. Brown, the first president of the Boston Madison Square Garden Corporation and first Director of Athletics at Boston University, Walter Brown is the only man who belongs to both the U.S. Hockey and Basketball Halls of Fame.  In 1997, he was inducted posthumously into the Hall of Fame of the International Ice Hockey Federation.

Brown began his career of promoting amateur and professional sports in the 1930's.  He coached the Massachusetts Rangers, a team comprising largely Boston-area skaters representing the United States, to America's first World Amateur Championship in ice hockey.  They defeated the Toronto Nationals 2-1 in overtime in the 1933 tournament championship game at Prague, Czechoslovakia.  Brown later served as manager of the 1936 and 1948 U.S. Olympic Teams.  

Though his first love was hockey, Walter Brown is best remembered as the owner of the first seven championship teams of the Boston Celtics basketball dynasty.  He succeeded his father as general manager of the Boston Garden in 1937 and remained a fixture on Causeway Street and a leader of the Boston sporting, civic and business communities until his death in 1964. At the time of his death, he had just completed a term as president of the International Ice Hockey Federation and was president of the Celtics, the Boston Bruins, the Boston Garden, and the Boston Athletic Association.  He was also a member of the United States Olympic Ice Hockey Committee and the Boards of Governors of the National Basketball Association and the National Hockey League.
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The Gridiron Club of Greater Boston: “Keepers of the Flame”


Founded in 1932, the Gridiron Club promotes and nurtures the ideals of citizenship, sportsmanship, leadership, and athletic and academic achievement. Through its annual dinners and golf tournament the club raises funds for worthy causes and carries on its tradition of honoring exemplary players, coaches and officials at all levels of sport.  The Bulger Lowe Award, established in 1939 and awarded to New England’s best college football player, is the second oldest honor of its kind in American sport after the Heisman Trophy.  The Nils V. “Swede” Nelson Award, inaugurated in 1946, honors college football players who also distinguish themselves in the classroom.  The club assumed responsibility for the Walter Brown Award, the nation’s oldest college hockey honor, in 1977. 


The Gridiron Club welcomes membership applications from coaches, officials, journalists, and fans of all sports.  For information, please contact any club officer or write to club secretary Dick Lawrence, 9 Broadway, Unit 320, Saugus, MA 01906.  Phone: 781-231-0372.  Email: rlawr51881@aol.com

2005-2006 Gridiron Club of Greater Boston Officers: George Crotty, President; Dave O’Brien, First Vice President; Al Robichaud, Second Vice President; Tim Whelan, Third Vice President; Richard (Dick) Lawrence, Secretary; Paul Costello, Treasurer; Edmund (Ned) Cully, Historian.

2005-2006 Gridiron Club Hockey Awards Selection Committee and Advisory Board: Tim Costello, Chairman; Joe Bertagna, Tom Burke, Paul Costello, Ned Cully, Bob DeGregorio, Kevin Fleming, Steve Hagwell, Dick Lawrence, Hon. Gordon A. Martin, Jr., Bob Norton, Paul Stewart, William J. Stewart III, and Brian Sullivan.

For more information: Visit www.gridclubofgreaterboston.com 

or email info@gridclubofgreaterboston.com






�





News from


The Gridiron Club of Greater Boston


Press Contact: Tom Burke, Graber Associates


Email: Tom@GraberAssociates.net


Web site: � HYPERLINK "http://www.gridclubofgreaterboston.com" ��www.gridclubofgreaterboston.com�














