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Artist Bob Conroy Tells How Being Laid Off
Led to New Career as Editorial Cartoonist

Televised Interview Airs July 17 and 18 on
"Hollywood New England"

DRACUT, Mass. – July 14, 2009 - Bob Conroy always loved to draw pictures. While the other
boys in his elementary school aspired to be firemen or doctors or baseball players, Bob wanted to
grow up to be a cartoonist. It's taken him several decades to realize that dream, and it took a
shove into the ranks of the unemployed to propel him there. But it's all been worthwhile.

Bob's comic strip, Pink Slip, has been a fixture in the Sunday edition of the Lowell Sun, the
flagship newspaper of the hardscrabble Merrimack Valley area of Massachusetts, for over three
years. Earlier this year, Bob began offering his editorial cartoons to a wider audience of print and
online publications, and reaction from readers across the country has been overwhelmingly
positive. Bob's work has even appeared in World News Report, the largest online service in
Europe.

Conroy, a resident of Dracut, Massachusetts, explains
in an upcoming broadcast of Hollywood New
England with hosts Gail Scott-Key and John
Campanello (at right) that his wife Suzanne urged him
to follow pursue his long-delayed ambition.

The half-hour show will first run on Bedford, NH
Community Television at 11:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. on
Friday, July 17.and at 1:30 p.m. and 9:30 p.m. on
Saturday, July 18. The program will be made
available to community television stations throughout
New England and the United States in the weeks that
follow the initial broadcast.

Dealing with Adversity

After his employer of 14 years laid him off in 2004, Bob took his wife's advice and set to
work. Sun editor Jim Campanini readily added Pink Slip to his comics pages. Suzanne now has a
thinly disguised starring role in Pink Slip along with three Conroy daughters and various friends
and former work colleagues.
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