[image: image1.jpg][image: image2.jpg]



Tom Burke Presents 54th Annual Walter Brown Award

to Boston College Star Chris Collins

Eagle star closes college hockey career with brilliant senior season, named best American-born Division One college player in New England

SAUGUS, Mass.  – April 13, 2006 – The Prince Restaurant was the scene of this year’s New England Hockey Writers’ Dinner, the traditional season-ending event for players, media, and coaches of the region’s many superb college hockey teams.

Graber Associates vice president Tom Burke was on hand to present the 54th annual Walter Brown Award to Chris Collins, Boston College senior left wing from Fairport, NY. Collins led the Eagles to an NCAA regional playoff championship, in which they defeated storied rival Boston University 5-0, and second place in the national championship tournament. BC lost 2-1 to Wisconsin in the title game. Collins also received awards as the New England’s best defensive forward, most improved player, and most valuable player.
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Tom Burke, a nephew of the late Walter Brown, presents award plaque to Chris Collins. The Award was established in 1953 at the 20th reunion of the Massachusetts Rangers, a team coached by Mr. Brown to America’s first World Championship in ice hockey. The Americans defeated the Toronto Nationals 2-1 in overtime at Prague, Czechoslovakia to win the crown. It was the first time that an American team had ever beaten Canada.
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