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Vito “Babe” Parilli Honored as Gridiron Club Man of the Year for 2006

Eleventh NFL Legends Night Charity Dinner to Benefit Italian Home for Children and Cystic Fibrosis Foundation

BOSTON, MA — September 12, 2006 — Vito “Babe” Parilli, who quarterbacked the Boston Patriots to their first berth in a league championship and was the team’s starting signal caller for seven seasons, is the Gridiron Club of Greater Boston’s Man of the Year for 2006. Babe will be the club’s guest of honor at its eleventh annual NFL Legends Night Dinner on Thursday, October 19 at the Marriott Hotel in Burlington, Mass.

Gridiron Club president Dave O’Brien also announced that Patriots’ long-time broadcaster Gil Santos will serve as toastmaster for the evening, heading up an all-star head table roster. Over 50 former NFL players are also expected to attend.

Dinner chairman Tom Yewcic, former Patriots’ punter and team mate of Parilli, said “We are very happy that Babe will be making the trip from his home in Denver to be with us that evening and join many of his former team mates and NFL alumni. Everyone who followed the Patriots during our American Football League days knows what a tremendous passer and leader Babe was. 

“Babe has remained active in football since he retired from playing, and he’s been a great supporter of charitable causes too.  The proceeds of our dinner this year will be donated to the Italian Home for Children and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, as Babe has designated,” continued Yewcic.

Parilli was an All-American quarterback for the legendary Paul “Bear” Bryant at Kentucky in 1950 and 1951. At the time of his graduation, he held NCAA career records for most touchdown passes, 50; most completions, 331; and most yards gained passing, 4,351. His 23 touchdown passes in 1950 was also a record.

Babe was the Most Valuable Player in the 1951 Sugar Bowl, when Kentucky ended top-ranked Oklahoma's 31-game winning streak with a 13-7 victory. He was also named the outstanding offensive player in Kentucky's 20-7 win over Texas Christian in the 1952 Cotton Bowl.

He joined the NFL's Green Bay Packers as a first-round draft choice in 1952, spent two seasons there, then went into military service for two years and was traded to the Cleveland Browns. After spending 1956 with the Browns, he returned to Green Bay for two more seasons and then played one year with the Ottawa Roughriders of the Canadian Football League.

When the American Football League (AFL) was formed in 1960, Parilli joined the Oakland Raiders AFL for a season before coming to Boston in 1961. During his Patriots career he established nearly every passing record and is still the second leading passer in Patriots history with 2,413 attempts and 1,140 completions for 6,747 yards and 131 touchdowns. He still holds the Pats’ single-season touchdown pass record with 31. 

In 1963, Parilli completed 153 of 337 passes for 2,345 yards and 13 touchdowns to lead the Patriots to the 1963 AFL Eastern Division championship. They lost 51-10 to the San Diego Chargers in the AFL title game. 

Traded to the New York Jets for his final two seasons, Babe was Joe Namath's mentor and backup. He earned a Super Bowl ring when the Jets upset the Baltimore Colts in Super Bowl III. 

Parilli passed for over 20,000 yards during his NFL career, was voted to three AFL All-Star teams, and was the league’s Comeback Player of the Year in 1966. After retiring as a player, he was an assistant coach with several professional teams.  He also served as head coach of the World Football League's New York Stars in 1974 and the Chicago Fire in 1975.

Dinner tickets are $50, with a table of nine hosted by an alumnus of the NFL priced at $500. Dinner tickets may be obtained from club secretary Dick Lawrence. Call (781) 231-0372 or order by mail from the Gridiron Club of Greater Boston, 9 Broadway, Unit #320, Saugus, MA 01906.  

Raffle tickets are $25, with the grand prize a pair of tickets to Super Bowl XLI. Additional prizes include tickets to Boston College football and Boston Bruins hockey games. For raffle tickets, contact club historian Ned Cully at (508) 788-0555 or via email at nedcully@verizon.net. Further information is available at www.gridclubofgreaterboston.com or by emailing info@gridclubofgreaterboston.com.
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